
FIFTH GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #4: The Only Constant is Change

1950s to Present; Physical and Chemical Changes

Suggested Duration 6-9 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE5RI3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in
the text.

ELAGSE5RI8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence supports which point(s).

ELAGSE5RI9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

ELAGSE5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Essential Questions
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Factual—

Which changemakers were instrumental to changes that
took place in America during the second half of the 20th
century?

What are examples of physical and chemical changes?

Inferential—

How were different changemakers influenced by their location
and personal identities?

How do you differentiate between a physical and chemical
change?

Critical Thinking-

Why were some changemakers more successful than
their predecessors in the same movement?

Which physical and chemical changes are most impactful
to our daily life?

Tier 1 Words Conversational Tier 2 Words Transferable Tier 3 Words Domain-specific

see, feel, watch, same, different, change mixture, solid, liquid, gas, public, integration, rights,
tumultuous
Multiple meanings: solution, reaction, impact

particles, segregation, legislation

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Comprehension Strategy

Use Main Idea Mania strategy from Florida Center for Reading
Research to build flexibility in either using a clear main idea to
differentiate important from minor details or using clear
important details to decide on an implied main idea.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use Semantic Mapping to build understanding of how
different period-specific vocabulary related to changes
in American life during the period covered in this unit.

Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “The Penny Experiment” *Scaffold support as needed by pre-teaching key vocabulary or providing access to read aloud for remedial readers and students with
limited English proficiency.

Standards:
ELAGSE5RI3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in
the text.
ELAGSE5RI8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence supports which point(s).
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/45_expository_text_structure/45_c017_main_idea_mania.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/fourth-and-fifth-grade
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/fourth-and-fifth-grade
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/connecting-word-meanings-through-semantic-mapping
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V8qVy17SzGCYCECr5ObdbMdI0qOPKFlQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.readworks.org/article/The-Penny-Experiment/b2f647f8-f70f-4a2c-ad49-b86076890edc#!answerKey:false/stepreadsSection:55042d79-618b-4eb3-8c55-c50d2f9f3aa8/questionsetsSection:398/articleTab:content/


Summative Assessment(s):

Description: The Only Constant is Change Planner Summative

Standards:
ELAGSE5RI3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in
the text.
ELAGSE5RI8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence supports which point(s).
ELAGSE5RI9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
ELAGSE5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description:
1. Have students plan and draft an opinion writing explaining which changemaker they have learned about in this unit had the most lasting effect on life in America today.
2. Provide students with the Opinion Checklist to guide their work using any available resources from this unit (books, passages, notes).
3. Use the Opinion Writing Rubric to score their final products.

Standards:
ELAGSE5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
ELAGSE5RI3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in
the text.
ELAGSE5RI8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence supports which point(s).
ELAGSE5RI9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

CLE 1: Building Background Knowledge
Through The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Ruth and the Green Book

CLE 2: Standards Based Text Activities - tasks
should require metacognitive strategies.

1. Have students fold a piece of 8x11 paper four times to create 16 boxes
then draw an outline around pairs of boxes to create 8 divided boxes.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aQXuZBVbJe4jTLZCzoWbWDJb8J6TEci8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J1NU34IkTr09qRis3AqzdX1dWtiBaw89/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AZsXSZVStrGK5_q9rBvaLtpJ1_sKocalQ55OhCWPzMo/edit?usp=sharing


Process of thinking and building knowledge is
visible in learning.
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2. Display the book Chemical Changes on Epic and read through the
captions rather than the body of text.

3. For each of the following examples in the book, have students use the
left half of each box to draw and label the physical or chemical change
depicted in the book: melting butter, breaking a lightbulb, oxidizing
penny, decomposing fizzy water, oxidizing apple, burning wood,
exploding fireworks, striking a match.

4. After reading, have students individually or collaboratively generate a
drawing and label for the right half of each box to depict the opposing
type of change involving the same object. For example, melting butter is
a physical change so students would add burning the melted butter as a
chemical change whereas a penny oxidizing is a chemical change so
students would add bending a penny as a physical change.

CLE 3: Performance Task - students should
use both written and verbal expression to
complete the task.

1. Provide small groups of students with printed pictures of changemakers
and maps showing location of major events discussed in this unit.

2. Have groups use any available resources (books, passages, notes) to
arrange the pictures into a timeline based on criteria they choose (date
started, date ended, date of most important event).

3. When the group has the pictures arranged, they should create a written
timeline showing the subject of each picture and the date they used for
each subject to arrange their order.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

1950s to Present Physical and Chemical Changes
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https://www.getepic.com/book/7737006/chemical-changes?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=29925693800


*Preview all books for content before reading to students to look for any questionable
material*
The Wall by Eve Bunting (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)

Ruth and the Green Book (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)

*Preview all books for content before reading to students to look for any questionable
material*
Chemical Changes (This book can be found in Media Centers and at https://getepic.com)
States of Matte (This book can be found in Media Centers and at https://getepic.com)
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